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ATTENTION: AID 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: EIND, IN 

SUB J : MINING AND PHOSPHATE CORPORATION 
REF: STATE 222186 

1. NO WTDR OR OTHER BACKGROUND INFORMATION AVAILABLE 
ON MINING AND PHOSPHATE CORPORATION. IT IS NOT LISTED 

IN LOCALLY AVAILABLE TRADE DIRECTORIES AND NOT KNOWN 
TO INDIAN MINING FEDERATION OR GOI'S PYRITES, 

PHOSPHATES AND CHEMICALS, LTD., CALCUTTA PURCHASE 
DEPARTMENT. 

2. CONGEN CALCUTTA REPORTS THAT, ACCORDING TO A LEAD- 
ING EXPORTER OF MINERALS IN CALCUTTA, SINHA, WHO HAD 
LIMITED FINANCIAL RESOURCES, ACQUIRED LEASE FOR LOW- 
GRADE ROCK PHOSPHATE MINING IN THE SINGHBHUM DISTRICT, 
BIHAR FROM THE DISTRICT MINING OFFICER, IAMSMNDPUR, 

A BIHAR GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL. (THE AREA LEASED IS 
CLOSE TO THE CAVTIVE LOW-GRADE ROCK PHOSPHATE MINES 
OF TISCO AND IISCO.) THE LEASE WAS CANCELLED TWO 
YEARS AGO, AND ALTHOUGH SINHA APPEALED, THE DISTRICT 
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MINING OFFICER TOOK POSSESSION OF PROPERTY. DURING HIS 
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LEASE SINHA NEVER OPERATED MINES. 

3. SINHA CALLED AT EMBASSY IN JULY AND WAS DIS- 
COURAGED FROM VISITING US UNTIL HE PROVIDED MORE 
INFORMATION ON HIMSELF. HIS COMPANY AND THE DEPOSITS. 

HE DIDNOT DO SO. 

4. ACCORDING TO PAMPHLET PUBLISHED IN 1 2 
BY 

FF.RTTLI7.ER ASSOCIATION OF INDIA ENTITLED, "INDIAN 
PHOSPHATE ROCK AND ITS UTILIZATION." SINGHBHAUM 
DISTRICT IS THE MAIN REGION IN BIHAR STATE WHERE PHOS- 
PHATE ROCK (APATITE) DEPOSITS ARE LOCATED. ACCORDING 
TO THE GOI. INDIAN BUREAU OF MINES, THE EXPLOITABLE 
APATITE RESERVES IN THIS AREA ARE OF THE ORDER OF ONE 
MILLION METRIC TONS OF 15.48 PERCENT P205 GRADE. 

5. THE SAME PAMPHLET GOES ON TO SAY, HOWEVER, THAT 
MINING AND PHOSPHATE COMPANY, HAD ESTIMATED THAT 
ITAGARH (ONE OF THE LOCATIONS IN THE SINGHBHAUM 
DISTRICT) ALONE HAS ABOUT 10 MILLION METRIC TONS OF 
HIGH QUALITY PHOSPHATE ROCK. THE ORE OF THE SINGHBHAUM 
DISTRICT HAS MAGNETITE, QUART, FELDSPAR AND OTHER 
FERRO-MAGNESIUM MINERALS AS GANGUE MATERIALS AND CON- 
TAINS 20 TO 35 PERCENT OF P205. IT HAS HIGH CONTENT 

OF IRON, VARYING FROM 5 TO 15 PERCENT. ANALYSIS OF 
APATITE FROM ITAGARH AREA IN SINGHBHAUM DISTRICT AS 
DONE BYINDUSTRIAL TESTING AND ANALYTICAL LABORATORIES, 
BOMBAY (ITALAB) IS AS FOLLOWS: 
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Cl 0.06 

TI02 0.30 

MNO 0.10 

S03 0.10 

C02 0.19 

COMBINED WATER 1.07 

WATER SOLUBLE P205 0.01 

CITRATE SOLUBLE P205 NIL 
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WATER INSOLUBLE P205 30.12 

6. BASED ON THE ABOVE INFORMATION, WE SEE NO REASON 
TO PURSUE THIS MATTER FURTHER AT THIS TIME. 

SCHNEIDER 
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